


and a value of one fixture unit per each standard type lawn sprinkler head be used when sizing by Chapter
10. The size and material of irrigation water piping installed outside of any building or structure which
is adequately protected with an approved backflow device is not regulated by the Plumbing Code. If an
irrigation system is divided into “zones,” the total demand of the largest zone or zones in operation at any
one time should be used to size the water supply connection. For Appendix A sizing this demand should
be by an estimate in gallons per minute and for Chapter 10 the demand should be determined in fixture
units based upon one fixture unit for each standard type sprinkler head in operation at one time. The intent
of the code is to size a potable water system to ensure it is adequate to maintain sufficient water to meet
the continuous demand of the system. Section 201 of the code addresses alternate methods of material
and installation when they are not referenced in the code. Lawn sprinkler irrigation is addressed in the
code in Chapter 10 and Appendix A.

RULING

The total demand for potable water connections to irrigation systems should be based upon the largest
estimated continuous demand. When using Chapter 10 of the Plumbing Code, one fixture unit for each
standard type lawn sprinkler head can be applied to the number of heads in operation at one time. When
using Appendix A the continuous demand of the irrigation connection should be estimated in gallons per
minute and based upon the largest number of heads in operation at one time. Water systems designed by
an Oregon registered engineer or certified in plumbing engineering by the American Society of Plumbing
Engineers (ASPE) are exempt from the code sizing provisions under Section 1009 (n) (1). Although the
provisions of Section 201 may be used, it is not necessary to apply Section 201 because the code provides
sizing provisions for lawn irrigation systems in Section 1009 (a) and Appendix A. It is a matter of inter-
pretation rather than use of an alternate method.

The Plumbing Board approves this interpretive ruling as an interpretation of Section 1009 (a) of the
OSPSC.

(signed August 18. 1995)

Harry C. Reeder, P.E. Chairman Date
State Plumbing Board

The recommendations and findings of the State Plumbing Board are accepted and the interpretations are
adopted as stated above.

(signed August 21, 1995)

Joseph A. Brewer III, Administrator Date
Building Codes Division
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