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OREGON MECHANICAL SPECIALTY CODE
SUBJECT: Permanent Roof Top Accesson Retrdfit Ingtallations
CODE SECTION:  Oregon Mechanica Specidty Code, Section 306.5
CODE EDITION: 2002 Edition of the Oregon Mechanicd Specidty Code.
DATE: October 1, 2002
QUESTION: Isit appropriate to require a permanently installed ladder or another permanent means
of access on retrofit installations when the new equipment is of like type and weight? Section 306.5

requires "...permanent approved means of access, where equipment and gppliances requiring access,
areingdled onroofsor eevated structures & aheight exceeding 16 fest, ....".

ANSWER: No. A permanent ladder or access would not be required for equipment change-outs if the
origind equipment was indtdled to code a the time of the origind ingdlation. The repairs and/or
replacement of equipment must not cause an exising system (or Stuation) to be become unsafe,
hazardous or overloaded or any lessin compliance with the code than it was before the changes-out.

(Effective October 1, 2006)



