County offices

Baker County......ccooeveieveviinieniiennns (541) 523-0535
Benton County ........ccocveveverevevereenns (541) 766-6819
Clackamas County.........ccceevererennn (503) 353-4739
Clatsop County......ccceeveveveierenenne (503) 861-7140
Columbia County .......ccoeveveveeerennnnen (503) 397-1501
Co08 COUNLY v (541) 396-2148
Crook County .......cceeveverereeenernnens (541) 447-3211
Curry County .c.eeeveeeeverererreiererienenenn (541) 247-7011
Deschutes County.......cccecevveverennnnne (541) 388-6575
Douglas County ........cccoevevereieverennnnns (541) 440-4284
Gilliam County......cccooeeveveeerrrrnnnns (541) 298-4461
Grant County.....coceeveevevereereevereerenenes (541) 575-1519
Harney County ...ccoeeveeeveiinicnnncnne. (541) 573-6356
Hood River County ......ccocoeevererenenen (541) 386-1306
Jackson County........ccoveveviieverennnnnn. (541) 776-6900
Jefferson County .....ccoovevereieiererennnnn. (541) 475-4462
Josephine County.........ccccovveveverrnennen. (541) 474-5405
Klamath County ......cccocevevvvereierennn. (541) 883-4209
Lake County.....occoeevvevevereereerereerennnen (541) 947-6032
Lane County ......ccoovveverereeerererenenenns (541) 682-6796
Lincoln County.....cceveveveereeveeerennne. (541) 265-4192
Linn County.......ccovvevereiveeierenenenenns (541) 967-3816
Malheur County.......cccocevveiereiniennn. (541) 889-7422
Marion County ......ceevevevvereeveeerennenes (503) 588-5033
Morrow County .....c.eceeveveriereeerennn (541) 481-9252
Multnomah County........ccevveverennn. (503) 988-3674
Polk County .....ccccveveeverieieieieierinennn (503) 623-9237
Sherman County.......cccoeveverervevererenns (541) 298-4461
Tillamook County........eceeveveverevennnn (503) 842-3408
Umatilla County......occocevvvvviereierennn. (541) 276-7814
Union County.....ccoeeeevevereereeeereerenenen (541) 963-1014
Wallowa County ......ccevverievererennann. (541) 426-6227
Wasco County......coeeveeverrenreneniennennes (541) 298-4461
Washington County......c.cceceeevneneee. (503) 846-3470
Wheeler County ....c.ooevevvverererievennnn (541) 298-4461
Yamhill County......ocoeevervvererererennn. (503) 434-7516

State of Oregon offices

Salem Building Codes.......coccevvevrnnenen (800) 442-7457
or (503) 378-4133
Chief Plumbing Inspector.................. (503) 373-7488
Construction Contractors Board......... (503) 378-4621
Better Business Bureau.........c...oouv...... (503) 226-3981
Attorney General’s Consumer Hotline:
Portland.....ccoovvvvieiiiieiiciiiciee (503) 229-5576
Salem.. e (503) 378-4320
TollAree .o, (877) 877-9392

BCD mission statement

“Working with Oregonians to ensure
safe building construction while
promoting a positive business climate.”

For more information,
visit our Web sites:

www.permitsprotect.info
www.bcd.oregon.gov

440-2670 (10/07/COM)

Protecting the Safety & Value of Your Home

Do | need
a plumbing
permit?

One- and two-family dwellings

Building Codes Division



Safety first

For your safety, your family’s safety, and the safe-
ty of future occupants — and to avoid expensive
mistakes — do not do plumbing work that is
beyond your skill level.

When do | need a permit for
plumbing work?
A plumbing permit is required for the following:

B Replace water heaters and underground
piping, alter piping inside a wall or ceiling,
or beneath a floor, and for plumbing in all
new installations.

B Emergency repair, alteration, or replacement
of freeze-damaged or leaking concealed pip-
ing, if new piping exceeds 5 feet.

B Remodel or add on to your one- or two-
family dwelling when existing plumbing is
to be relocated. This includes installation of
building sewers, water service, and exterior
rain drains.

A plumbing permit is not required in the
following circumstances:

B When a property owner does “ordinary
minor repairs” to plumbing systems on his
or her own property, which means repair,
replacement, or maintenance of existing
accessible fixtures, parts, and appliances and
their related water and drain attachments.
Do not alter an existing plumbing system
without a permit.

B When a property owner or licensed plumber
performs emergency repairs to, or replace-
ment of, freeze-damaged or leaking con-
cealed piping, provided new piping doesn’t
exceed 5 feet in length.

If you are not sure if you need a permit, call the
building department responsible for your area.

Where do | get a permit for
plumbing work?

Permits are issued at Building Codes Division
(BCD) field offices or your local building depart-
ment, depending on the jurisdiction responsible
for your area. In most cases, you'll complete a
form, pay a fee, and get your permit. If a plumb-
ing contractor is doing the work, it is the
contractor’s responsibility to get the permit

and ensure that required inspections are done.
The plumbing permit will be issued in the
name of the party performing the work.

B A plan or blueprint is usually not required
for a one- or two-family dwelling permit.

B Fees are based on the size and complexity
of the job. Some local building departments
base fees on the number of fixtures to be
installed or the number of feet of piping for
water, sewer, or rain drains.

B A plumbing inspector or office staff
member can discuss your project with you.
If you have the necessary information for
the proposed project, you can usually leave
with your permit.

B Plumbing permit fees are paid when the
permit is issued.

How do | get an inspection?

If you are having the work done by a plumbing
contractor, the contractor is required to notify
the inspecting building department when the
work is ready to be inspected. If you are doing
your own work, you can call the building depart-
ment responsible for your area to request an in-
spection. If you have installed water piping, the
work must be operational and exposed for inspec-
tion. Inspectors may require that drainage piping
be plugged and filled with water for inspection.

When you call, you will be asked for the permit
number, homeowner’s name, project address,
type of inspection needed, and the date on
which inspection is desired. Be prepared to
furnish detailed directions to the job site.

Unless all of the work is outside and acces-
sible, an adult needs to be at the site to provide
access for the inspector.

Planning to do plumbing work on
your one- or two-family dwelling?

As the owner of a one- or two-family dwelling,
you can either hire a licensed plumbing
contractor or do the plumbing work yourself
without a license. A friend, neighbor, tenant,
general contractor, or other person cannot
legally do the plumbing work unless he or she
is a licensed plumber working on behalf of a
licensed plumbing contractor.

All materials (pipe, pipe fittings, fixtures, and
other devices used in plumbing systems) must be
listed and approved for their specific uses. This
is especially important when installing materials
that come into contact with drinking water.

If you hire a plumbing contractor, ask for his or
her business registration, and ask for the license
number of any journeyman plumber performing
work. Plumbing contractors must also be regis-
tered with the Construction Contractors Board,

(503) 378-4621.

Lawn sprinklers may be installed only by
licensed landscape contractors. Permits are
required to connect lawn sprinklers to your
building’s water supply.

If you have questions concerning your eligibil-
ity to work on a building, call the Building
Codes Division, (503) 378-4133 or (800)
422-7457, or your local jurisdiction.



